Oceanography

Field Research Extra Credit Activity

Here is an extra credit opportunity for all Oceanography students.  This activity may accomplished in a number of ways.  The intent is to provide the student with an alternative educational experience that, ideally, involves some “hands on” learning.  A paper or a set of discussion questions must be submitted to earn credit for this assignment.


Ideally, students will visit a marine science institution, or take part in a community activity associated with our coastal waters.  Students would then prepare a summary of the information gained from that visit or activity.  For some of the destinations listed below, I have sets of directed questions to help students focus their attention during their visit.  Parents should be aware, however, that these visits will not be supervised by the teacher of this course or any St. Monica personnel.  Students should check with the teacher for approval prior to making any visit or taking part in an activity.

Possible options include (but are not necessarily limited to):

· The Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County: 900 Exposition Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90007.  (213) 763-DINO.
· The Aquarium of the Pacific: 100 Aquarium Way, Long Beach, CA 90802.  (562) 590-3100.

· Birch Aquarium at Scripps Institute: 2300 Expedition Way, La Jolla, CA 92037.  (858) 534-FISH
· Monterey Bay Aquarium:   886 Cannery Row, Monterey, CA 93940.  (831) 648-4800.

· Santa Monica College Morro Bay field trip (Morro Bay, Oct. 28 – 29, 2006.  Information sheets available from instructor.)

· Sea World of California:  500 SeaWorld Drive, San Diego, CA 92109.  (800) 25-SHAMU.
· Heal the Bay:  1444 9th Street, Santa Monica, CA 90401.  310-451-1500.  (Volunteer work arranged by student with Heal the Bay)

The following places offer interpretive/educational programs.  Call the numbers provided for further information.

· Leo Carrillo State Beach: 36000 block of Pacific Coast Highway, Malibu, CA. Wildlife preserve, State Park, tidepools, beach, campground, interpretive program through Rangers. (805) 488-1827. 

· Malibu Lagoon State Beach: 23200 block of Pacific Coast Highway, Malibu, CA. Wildlife preserve, tidepools, beach, interpretive center, interpretive programs through Resource Conservation District of Santa Monica Mountains.  (310) 456-8432. 

· Santa Monica Beach/Santa Monica Pier Aquarium: Colorado and Ocean Avenue, Santa Monica, CA. Beach, pier, interpretive programs/aquarium. (310) 393-6149.   ** Reopens in November, 2006.
· Ballona Wetlands: Friends of Ballona Wetlands Education/Ecology Center. Outreach programs, public walks, and outdoor classroom with hands-on, docent-led experiences along Ballona Lagoon/Creek. (310) 306-5995. 

· Manhattan Beach Pier and LA County Roundhouse Program: foot of Manhattan Beach Blvd., Manhattan Beach, CA. Beach, pier, interpretive programs from pier (e.g. shark feeding, 12:30, Saturdays) and beach, aquaria. (310) 379-8117. 

· Point Vicente Interpretive Center: Palos Verdes Drive West, south of Hawthorne Blvd., Rancho Palos Verdes, CA. Visitor center (under reconstruction), whale observation point, interpretive programs including tidepooling at Abalone Cove Beach and Ecological Reserve. (310) 377-5370. 

· Cabrillo Marine Aquarium and Cabrillo Beach: 3720 Stephen White Drive, San Pedro, CA. Marine Life Refuge, beach, tidepools, pier, salt marsh, harbor, aquarium; interpretive programs including tours, lab classes, outreach and whalewatch available. (310) 548-7562. 

· Bolsa Chica Ecological Reserve: Pacific Coast Highway, Huntington Beach, CA. Interpretive center, wetlands, beach (across street), tours through wetlands. (714) 897-7003. 

· Upper Newport Bay Ecological Reserve: 600 Shellmaker, Newport Beach, CA. Wetlands interpretation. (714) 640-6746. 


These trips would make terrific family outings.  I encourage the parents to accompany their budding oceanographers – especially because these are not school-supervised functions.  

In those cases where students are unable to arrange any of the above (or some other approved) activities, they have the option of submitting a research paper (2 – 3 pages) on a topic to be jointly determined by student and teacher.  Point value will be the same as for one of the field trips.
In order to receive credit for the first semester, any activity or paper elected by the student must be submitted by Monday, Jan. 8, 2007.
