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Class Participation (Everything that follows is based on respect for one another and takes into account the following):
· Punctuality (in one’s seat, prepared to be on task at beginning of class, i.e. at the bell)

You will need to have the following materials in class every day: text, pen, pencil, spiral notebook (for notes), appropriate lab notebook (for lab write-ups), calculator, straightedge, looseleaf paper, graph paper and a three-ring binder with the following tabs: 1) syllabus/handouts, 2) homework, 3) quizzes & tests, 4) Science Fair project assignments.

· Listening: during lectures, for instructions to an activity, to one another during discussions

· Participating constructively to classroom activities and contributing to the learning atmosphere

· Note taking is not an option; it is required and will be graded periodically

· Please raise you hand and wait for your turn if you want to say something

· Cheating will result in a “zero” for that assignment/quiz/test, and a disciplinary referral.

Tests

· Tests will be announced at least one week in advance.  Quizzes may occur at any time, but expect at least one per week.  Usually quizzes will be unannounced.

· Talking is not permitted during tests or quizzes.  During a test you may raise you hand if you have a question.  All other talking will result in a score of “0” for a quiz and at least a 10% reduction in the grade on a test, depending on the circumstances (One may lose all credit on a test as well).

· Students are responsible to cover their own work during a test and to keep their eyes on their own desk.  “Wandering eyes” will be interpreted as cheating and will result in a score of “0” for that test or quiz.
· Students can, by making corrections on their tests from the posted answer key and completing a pertinent assignment determined by the teacher, improve test scores.  Such corrections are usually made by the student during a lunch break and must be completed within a week of the test’s return to the student.
Deadlines for Assigned Work

· Homework must be done neatly and turned in on loose-leaf paper.  No spiral tear-outs accepted.  All homework assignments must include full name, class and period, and assignment identification IN UPPER RIGHT HAND CORNER OF PAGE.
· Credit will be lowered by 10% for each day an assignment is late.  After one week, no assignment may earn more than 50% of the original value of that assignment.

· Students should keep all returned work in the appropriate section of their Science binder.  This is done for the purposes of study, reinforcing the material for exams, and to document grading.

Absences

· Absences will be handled according to the policies set forth in the Student Handbook.  

· Please note that you are responsible for the material you missed as a result of being absent.  Homework assigned before or during an excused or unexcused absence must be submitted on the day of return.  Do not show up to class and ask the instructor what you have missed for homework.  You may always email me in advance of your return.  If a student is absent for a school-sponsored event, s/he must see the teacher regarding missed assignments ahead of time.  Also, it is suggested that you find two or three classmates, or “phone buddies,” that you trust to take good notes during class and get their contact information in case you need to find out what you missed in terms of notes, homework, and announcements.

· If you miss a quiz for any reason other than illness or death in the family you will not be allowed to make it up.  

· If you miss a test you must make it up the next class that you are back.  If you know that you will be missing a test in advance you must schedule a time with the instructor to take it.  Rescheduled tests and quizzes must be taken within two days of the original test date and/or the student’s return to school.  It is the student’s responsibility to arrange this with the teacher.

Grading 

· Letter grades will be assigned according to school grading scale
· Final grade is rounded at the semester (not for progress reports)
· Final grade will be evaluated as follows:
Homework/Classwork/Assignments
30%

Laboratory Reports


15%

Tests/Quizzes


30%

Final Exam



15%

Participation



10%

Time Out of Class (TOC)

· Time out of class, whether due to tardiness or leaving during class, disrupts the classroom flow of learning.  If the student is not in his/her seat at the bell, they are considered tardy (TOC).

· After the third TOC per quarter, each subsequent TOC will result in a reduction of earned participation points.   

· Students asking to use the restroom or leave the room for any other unofficial reason during class will be assessed one TOC.  Only one student may leave at a time.  It is assumed that such requests will be made only for emergencies.
Classroom Disruptions

· We are all dependent upon one another to create an atmosphere of respect and focused learning.  For example, standing up without permission or talking while the teacher or another student is speaking can be very distracting.  First offense each day will cause the student’s name to be written on the board as a warning.  If repeated, it will result in lunchtime community service.  Continued disruptions will also lead to a reduction of one’s participation grade.

· Eating, drinking and chewing gum are not allowed in the classroom (before or during class time).  This is a science lab and safety dictates this policy.

· Palm top computers are prohibited, except for use as an organizer at the end of the period.

· CD players, walkmans, cell phones, calculator used for games, etc. . . . will be confiscated if brought to the classroom.

· Violations will usually result in a teacher-assigned lunch detention.  Failure to appear for a teacher detention will result in a dean’s detention.

Classroom Care/Communal Responsibility

· Everyone’s effort is needed to maintain a clean classroom.  In the spirit of community we are each responsible for our own space in the classroom.  To this end, students are responsible to notice the condition of their space/desk when they enter the classroom.  If there is new writing or etching on the desk, trash on the floor, or some other concern about the neatness of the area, the student is responsible to clean it up and/or write a note to the teacher, informing him of the situation.  If anything is noticed by the teacher at the end of the period, or by students from the next period class, the student who last sat in that desk will be asked to assume responsibility and serve a lunchtime cleanup.  You are responsible for your space in the classroom.  If you make a mess clean it up.  Leave the desk and surrounding area clean; you will be held accountable for it!  Get in the habit of checking your area at the beginning and end of class!

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​--------------------------------------------------- Please sign and return ------------------------------------------------------

I have read the syllabus given to my son/daughter.  I understand the expectations outlined in the syllabus.  As legal guardian, I will try my best to be interactive with my son’s/daughter’s education, and I will contact Mr. Wengeler when I have questions or comments regarding the course or the course requirements: 310-394-3701 (wwengeler@stmonicahs.net).

Print student name:


Print parent/guardian name:

_______________________________
________________________________

Student signature:


Parent/guardian signature:

_______________________________
________________________________

Student e-mail:



Parent e-mail:

_______________________________
________________________________

