CORO DI CONCERTO COURSE OUTLINE

Purpose:
The purpose of this course is to expose the student to choral music.  This includes basic knowledge of music history and vocal music techniques.

Choral Music Setting:
A choral music setting increases the student’s awareness of working with others to create a piece of music.  Music is made when all components of the particular work are produced in a harmonic manner.

Choral music consists of several voice parts singing different musical lines at the same time.  Each student must learn to produce his or her respective notes in tune and in the proper tempo for a satisfactory musical experience.

Music History:
As each piece of music is introduced, its composer, historic period, style, and significance will be discussed.  This will allow the student to gain at least a minimal exposure to music history as it relates to the development of modern society.

Music from different eras and countries will be examined.  Great choral and/or instrumental works will be sung and/or analyzed during the year.  Contemporary music will also be experienced for its value in our day-to-day lives.  Opportunities for further exploration are given through the research project and oral presentation.

Vocal Techniques:
The voice, as any other part of the human body, needs exercise to develop.  Learning different vocal techniques through vocalizations during rehearsals expands the voice’s capabilities.  Extended ranges, purer tonality, correct pronunciation and articulation of musical pieces result from increased flexibility of the vocal chords.

Musicianship:
Sight-singing (the ability to read a musical line and sing it immediately by recognizing notes, intervals, and rhythms) is an essential skill for successful choral singing.  Sight-singing exercises from the very basics of recognition to more advanced music reading will be included throughout the course.

Basic music principles of key signatures, rhythm, intervals, dynamics, musical lines, etc. will be demonstrated and learned.

Performance:
A successful performance of musical pieces in front of an audience is the final result of many hours of rehearsal.  Everything learned in the course comes together in the “final” performance of a piece of music.  The self-confidence gained through learning performance etiquette, musical pieces, and actually performing them for an audience helps build disciplined young adults.  The results of these experiences continued with the student long after they have finished in the world of academia.

