Art I

Instructor: Rita Luna Diamant

Office Hours: Daily until 3:30 p.m. in room 43

Please make an appointment to avoid schedule conflicts.  

E-mail: rdiamant@stmonicahs.net
Course Description
This course is and overview of the theory and practice of design. Students are introduced to an extensive vocabulary of design its components and elements and create a portfolio of work that demonstrates use of the elements through experiments with various media such as but not limited to pencil, ink, charcoal, cut paper, watercolor, tempera and acrylic. Various periods of Art History are analyzed through the components.

Course Requirements

Students are required to take notes during lectures and films and to participate in class discussions. Each project takes approximately two weeks to complete and students are required to make their best effort toward completing the projects within the specified time period. Effort grades will be built into the rubric for each project. Quizzes will be given to accompany each unit and sometimes handouts and readings will given as classwork.  Each student is responsible for keeping a sketchbook, which will be collected for a grade.  Students must bring their supplies daily in order to complete projects and assignments. Tests and Quizzes will cover vocabulary, art history and concepts. Short essays may be a part of the assessment or class practice.

Attendance: Students who have more than 5 absences may receive a lower grade. If you know in advance that you will miss a class then you must get the notes and handouts from another student.  If a student misses a quiz or test they may take a make-up exam within three days of their return. It is the responsibility of the student to make arrangements with Ms. Diamant to take the make up exam after school or during lunch.

Supplies and class fee

Students are required to pay a course fee of $25.00 payable at the finance office. This fee covers all the supplies used in class except for the following, which the students should purchase by the second week of class:

4 - Drawing pencils- 2b, 4b, 6b, H,

1- Sketch book (9x11)

Pencil sharpener

Grading

· Projects-20%

· Sketchbook 20%

· Tests and quizzes 10%

· Participation, class discussion, clean up 15%

· Final Exam 15%

· Homework 5%

I will round up grades if there are no f’s in any grading area.

Course Goals and/or major student Outcomes

1. Develop manipulative and organizational skills for effective visual expression. 

2. Investigate and appreciate the visual arts of other cultures both past and present.

3. Apply a structural framework to the creation of works of art.

4. Use analytical thinking skills to assess art of different cultures and time periods.

5. Develop an appreciation for both an academic and creative approach to making art.

6. Use the language of the visual arts in descriptive writing.

Course Objectives

1. Produce artwork that demonstrates the understanding of basic underlying elements and principals.

2. Use various media and their required technical skills.

3. Acquire and use a basic vocabulary of art in order to critique ones own work objectively.

4. Recognize styles of art associated with different cultures throughout history.

5. Participate in discussions that concern subject, form and content using an academically accepted vocabulary of art.

6. Write a meaningful assessment of a work of art.
7. Visit a local museum to view artwork of the 20th Century
8. Utilize a sketchbook to develop skills and discipline
9. Utilize a sketchbook as a source of creative ideas and as a visual journal
Course Outline

Chapter One-The vocabulary of introductory terms

Students will discuss a theoretical definition of art and the need and search for a framework and vocabulary with which to discuss art.  The primary vocabulary is Subject, Form and Content and an overview of the elements and principals of organization. Students will experiment with various media in their first problem dealing with form and will view slides of Prehistoric-Cave Painting and Pre-Columbian art to discuss subject and content. 

Project: Media and techniques- Mixed media on paper. 

Sketchbook- connecting ideas and images

Chapter Two- Shape

Shapes can be used to create the illusion of depth by positioning, to achieve order, harmony and variety relating to the principals of organization and to direct our attention. View slides of Mexican Muralists to discuss the vocabulary- mass, three-dimensional shape, planar shape, geometric shape, biomorphic shape and Cubism.

Project: Simplification of shapes from a photograph. Make a pencil drawing from a photograph and simplify the subject matter by leaving out some of the details. In a second drawing flatten the object shapes and simplify their contours so that they are almost flat in nature. Pictorial organization is emphasized over objective identity.

Sketchbook- Contour line drawings

Chapter Three- “Line: the Elementary Means of Communication”

The vocabulary of line that includes physical characteristics-measure, type, direction, location and character as well as the relation of line to the other elements-

Line and Shape, Line and Value, Line and Texture. Emphasis is on the natural representation of objects.  Discussion of Middle Eastern Art and a review all periods of art discussed up to this point.

 Project: A series of drawings of observed objects that demonstrates the use of contour lines and hatching using pens.

Sketchbook: Portraits

Chapter Four-Problems in representing space

Show slides of Egyptian Art to discuss atmospheric perspective and overlapping, shallow space and decorative space.

Demonstrate geometric perspective. Demonstrate one and two point perspective drawings using horizon lines and vanishing points and introduce a limited vocabulary of space with emphasis on how it is produced by the other elements of shape, line and color. Continue discussion on abstraction and realism while viewing slides of Egyptian art.

Sketchbook: various geometric objects in one and two- point perspective.

Project: Drawing from observation:  Students will draw buildings using two point perspective: #6 pencils only

Chapter Five-Value

Discuss the physical and expressive characteristics of value. 

Begin value problems (possibly begin with value charts showing the range and value in different media). Demonstrate achieving value with different types of pencils and hatching. 

Discuss values in Early Christian and Renaissance art using the vocabulary of value: Chiaroscuro, shadow, shade, shading, highlight, tenebrism, cast shadow and plastic.

Assignment: Value scales using various techniques and media.

Sketchbook: drapery defining the shapes of the folds using shading techniques. 

Chapter Six-Texture

Actual and simulated textures are discussed and a variety of techniques used to produce them are presented in this chapter. The vocabulary of texture includes natural texture, artificial texture, collage, and assemblage.

Sketchbook: Working in collage

Project: Working with actual textures, create an arrangement on top of a Xerox machine. Translate the image into a simulated texture.

Chapter Seven- Form and Organization 
A review of the elements, Line, Shape, Value, Texture and Color with emphasis on the principals of organization, Harmony, Variety, Balance, Proportion, Dominance, Movement, Economy and Space, the use of Positive and Negative space and the picture plane. Discuss principals of organization while viewing slides of contemporary art.  Demonstrate the use of templates and cutting tools.

Project: Experimenting with printing processes.

Sketchbook-Cut paper

Class Etiquette

Come in quietly and put your book bag under the table. (I need to be able walk around the tables.)

Please sit in your assigned seat.

Begin class with a prayer.

Don’t bring any food or drink (except water) into the class. You will be asked to throw it away if I see it.

Bring your sketchbook and pencils daily.

Always be prepared to take notes.

Respect your classmates and the teacher. (There is no talking during channel one, when I’m taking the role, or when another person is speaking-It’s just bad manners!)

Stay in your seats at all times (unless you have permission to get up)

All supplies should be returned to their assigned storage bins.

Ask me if you don’t understand directions-you may get wrong information from another student.

Music is very conducive to the creative process. We can listen to it if you stay focused on your work and if we all agree to listen to it. Bring CD’s without bad language or references to drugs, alcohol and sex. I like Jazz.

Never say, “I can’t.”

Always give your best effort

Think outside the box.

Be your best self.

Stay in uniform.
Please return this page to me by the next class

I have read the course syllabus and understand the course expectations.

Student signature_________________________________________________

Parent signature___________________________________________________

Note: I would like to plan a field trip to a local museum for Art I students. If you would be interested in chaperoning (earn service hours!) please give me a telephone number where I may contact you as soon as I have arranged the visit.

Thank you. 

Ms. Diamant

Contact Phone No.______________________________________________________

