Course Title: Introduction to Photography / Visual Arts Department

Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 / semester course 0.5 units 

Instructor: Ms. Diamant

Office hours: Monday and Wed. 2:45 to 4:00 by appointment

Room 43

Course Description

This course is an introduction to black and white 35mm format photography.  Students learn the basic operations of a 35mm camera, darkroom procedures, history of photography, photographic equipment, film development and making prints.

Course Goals and/or Major Student Outcomes

1. To introduce students to basic black and white photographic processes and procedures.

2. To foster the problem solving and critical thinking skills of students.

3. To expose students to well known photographic images and show these images in a broader cultural and historical context.

4. To give students the opportunity to respond to photographic imagery.

5. To refine students expressive skills through the photographic medium.

6. To prepare students for the second semester of photography.

Course Objectives

1. Learn how to use a 35mm camera

2. Understand film exposure 

3. Learn about darkroom equipment and chemicals and how to maintain them.

4. Develop negatives from black and white film.

5. Print positives from 35mm black and white negatives

6. Print contact sheets

7. Evaluate prints and negatives

8. Acquire a vocabulary of photography

9. Create a body of photographic work that demonstrates creativity and craftsmanship.

10. Describe major movements in photography and name photographers who contributed to those movements.

11. Identify the work of significant photographers.

12. Research photographic history.

13. Write responses to photographic images.

Supplies and class fees:

A $25.00 for this course should be paid at the bookstore. Students need to supply their own camera, printing paper, and film.  

How does light affect film?

An overview of negatives, film exposure and the positive print.

Students should know the following: How light affects film. What a film base is. The collective term “silver halide” and the following terms: density, thin, latent image, lens, shutter, shutter speed, positive image, print. 

View Slides: The early history of photography.

Read: Chapters 1-3,  3rd edition of Horenstein or Chapters 1 & 2 of 2nd edition.

 The Camera Body

SLR, Twin Reflex and their mechanisms are discussed.

Students bring their own cameras and learn to load and advance film, focus on the subject and the various controls that are unique to their cameras. 

View Slides: Civil War photography

Assignment: “Know your camera,” Write a description of all the controls on your camera and their functions. Use the camera manual or contact the manufacturer. Demonstrate to the class how to load film, use the film advance, remove film cartridge, set shutter speed, use the light meter and focus.

The Camera Lens 

Students will understand how the lens focuses the image, controls the amount of light that reaches the film, the image area and depth of field; know how f-stops are determined and the relationship between the aperture and focal length of the lens and the speed of the lens.

View Slides: Photography at the turn of the century

Assignment: Collect photos that demonstrate the variety of lenses and their uses.

Read: Chapter 4, 3rd edition, or chapter 3 of the 2nd edition

How the shutter functions to control movement. 

Different types of shutter mechanisms are discussed. The technique of panning. Using the shutter in low light situations.

 Photography assignment: Panning-Students shoot one roll of 200 asa black and white film that demonstrates the technique of panning. Keep a journal of light conditions, f-stops and shutter speed.

View slides: Modernism

Read: Chapter 5, 3rd edition or chapter 4, 2nd edition

Film exposure 

Students learn how to combine f-stop and shutter speeds along with film speed. The reciprocal relationship between f-stop and shutter, equivalent exposures and a brief overview of light meters and different types of exposure systems for various light conditions and general rules of thumb for exposure.

Photography assignment: Still life-Utilizing depth of field take a photo of an arranged group of objects.  Keep a journal of f-stops and shutter speeds.

Read: Chapter 6 of 3rd edition or Chapter 5 of 2nd edition

Film Developing

Darkroom equipment, mixing chemicals, setting up chemicals, loading film, the developing process. Maintaining the darkroom and keeping records, checking chemicals and disposing of chemicals. 

Lab assignment: Develop panning roll, and evaluate all negatives

Photography assignment: “Self portrait” Introspective photo of ones self or a symbol of yourself.  Keep a journal of f-stops and shutter speeds.

View Slides: WPA photographers

Read: Chapter 9 of 3rd edition or Chapter 6 of 2nd edition

Evaluating the Negative

Students will examine all the film they have taken and determine if the exposures satisfy the assignments. The process of pushing film is introduced. Students should be able to describe the relationship between exposure time and the appearance of their negatives.

Lab assignment: Develop all remaining rolls of film

Read: Chapter 7 of 2nd edition and review Chapter 6 of 3rd edition.

Making the contact sheet/ print

Setting up printing equipment, using the enlarger, printing papers, printing chemicals, understanding print exposure, making a contact sheet, dodging and burning, toning, spotting and mounting

Lab assignment: Print panning photo and evaluate print. Develop still life negatives and print contact sheet.

View Slides: Mid Century photographers

Read: Chapter 10 of 3rd edition or chapter 8 of 2nd edition

Final Project: Self Portrait: Students will print and mount their self portraits for public exhibition.

Grading

Homework= 20%

Class participation/Labs/ Cleanup =20%

Quizzes/Assessments 10%

Prints/Negatives/Contact sheets=30%

Final Project= 10%

Final Exam= 10%

I will round up grades if you have turned in all assignments by their due dates.

Classroom and darkroom rules
Students should come to class on time and place backpacks underneath the desks.

Students should respect all classmates and the teacher by 

-taking care of the darkrooms and all equipment

-not talking when others are talking

-not bringing food into the classroom or darkroom

-bringing all necessary supplies to class

-being respectful of prayers

-being in uniform

Student Name____________________________________ Period_____

I have read the course description and understand the requirements.

Student signature___________________________________________________

Parent signature____________________________________________________

Note to Parents:  I would like to plan a field trip to a local museum for Photo I students. Please indicate if you would like to chaperone (earn service hours!) by providing a phone number I may contact you at once I have arranged the trip. 

Thank you.

Ms. Diamant.

Contact No.__________________________________________________________

Please return by the next class.

