SIDDHARTHA

Theme   

· UNIVERSAL JOURNEY CALLED LIFE
· JOURNEY OF SELF TOWARDS WHOLENESS

· WINDING PATH TOWARDS ENLIGHTENMENT

· STRUGGLE FOR INTEGRATION OF THE SELF

Title
· SIDDHARTHA=BUDDHA

· SIDDHARTHA=PILGRIM ON JOURNEY

· SIDDHARTHA=ALL OF US WHO SEEK
PART ONE

The Brahmin’s Son

Section title

· SID IS A LABEL

· WANTS TO FIND TRUE SELF FREE OF LABELS

Imagery

· NATURE=SHADE, SUNLIGHT, RIVER, TREES, STARS, MOON, SUN

· WATER=RIVER, ABLUTIONS, TRICKLING, HOLY SPRINGS 

· LIGHT/DARK

Motif

· WATER, LIGHT/DARK, THIRST, INSIDE/OUTSIDE

Tone

· CHILDLIKE, REVERENT, SERIOUS, SACRED, LYRICAL, PARABOLIC (LIKE A FAIRY TALE OR HOLY TEXT)

Setting

· USES ARCHETYPES=ROOM, FOREST, RIVER
· INDIA

· AROUND 500 B.C.

Syntax

· STRONG NARRATIVE DRIVE (LIKE A FAIRY TALE) WITH LOTS OF REPETITON

Diction

· SIMPLE AND POETIC

Characters

· SIDDHARTHA=THE SEEKER (HE WHO FINDS HIS GOAL)

· GOVINDA=HIS “SHADOW” (HIS FOIL) ANOTHER NAME FOR KRISHNA

· FATHER

· THEY ARE ALL ARCHETYPES 

Archetypes

· CHARACTERS=FATHER/SON, FRIENDS, SEEKER/FOLLOWER

· SETTING=HOME, FOREST, RIVER, TREES

· SITUATION=QUEST/JOURNEY

Key passages 
· “One must find the source within one’s own Self, one must possess it.  Everything else was seeking—a detour, error (7).”

With the Samanas

Section title

· LIFE OF SELF-DENIAL, BUT HE IS NOT ONE OF THEM, ONLY “with” THEM (TEMPORARY ESCAPE FROM SELF)
Asceticism
· SELF-DENIAL (THINK, FAST, WAIT)
· LIFE OF PURE THOUGHT

Motif

· CYCLES

· THIRST

Paradox

· Self-denial=Self-indulgence

· “…knowledge has no worse enemy than the man of knowledge, than learning”(19).

Key passages

· BUDDHA’S FIRST NOBLE TRUTH=”Life was pain(14)”

· “What I have so far learned from the Samanas, I could have learned more quickly and easily in every inn in a prostitute’s quarter, amongst the carriers and dice players” (16).  (FORESHADOW, TOO!)
Gotama
Section title

· Buddha, the “enlightened one,” “Illustrious,” “Awakened=Siddhartha’s ego ideal
Imagery

· light

Four Noble Truths and Eight-Fold Path

· Structure of the book (2 parts, 4 chapters in part 1, 8 in part 2) 

 “The flaw” in the Buddha’s teaching (32-33)

· If everything is one, why try to rise above it?

· Samsara=Nirvana because of  “Maya” = illusion 
Motifs

· words

· smile

Key passages

· “Let me warn you, you who are thirsty for knowledge, against the thicket of opinions and the conflict of words” (33)

Awakening

Section title

· He is not “awakened” (enlightened), he is awakening (on the way).
· He is awakening to his senses.  Like a child=id.  Ironically, he spends most of his adult life as one of the “Kamaswami people.”
· Transition from life of thought to life of senses (from superego’s “I should” to id’s “I want.”

Illusion vs. Reality

· Rejects Buddha’s teachings about Maya=illusion (Mistakenly believes that a life 
            of the senses is “real.”)

Motif

· Rebirth (cycle)

· “on the way”=”ing”=movement=process=journey=river=flowing
Archetypes
· Snake=transformation

Key passages
· “I wished to destroy myself, to get away from myself, in order to find in the unknown innermost, the nucleus of all things, Atman, Life, the Divine, the Absolute. But by doing so, I lost myself on the way” (38).

PART TWO

Kamala

Section title
· “Kama” means desire.

· Siddhartha indulges in his five senses.

Characters

· Vasudeva (look up name for meaning)

· Kamala (a courtesan)

Intellect vs. Senses/Illusion vs. Reality—Which is which? Paradox?Unity?
Dreams—Govinda turns into a woman—why?—Jungian!
Key symbol—Kamala’s songbird
Setting—crossing the river—what is on each side?

Motifs

· Voice

· Cycles

Archetypes
· Garden

· Temptress

· Wise old man

Key passages

· “…when you throw a stone into the water, it finds the quickest way to the bottom of the water (60).

Amongst the People

Section title

· “Kamaswami” people are children playing the game of life.

Motifs

· Children and games—“art of love,” game of making money, game of life 

Key passages

· “He saw people living in a childish or animal-like way, which he both loved and despised” (70).

· “Perhaps people like us cannot love. Ordinary people can—that is their secret” (73).

Samsara
Section title
· Sid has been going in circles his whole life (or should I say “lives”?)!  Time to stop spinning! Time to “die,” and be reborn yet again!
Hedonism—too much of a good thing becomes a bad thing!  He’s disgusted with himself.
Motifs

· Voice

· Singing

· Cycle-Sid sits under tree like Buddha

· Children and games=What is the difference between “childish” and “childlike”? 

Symbols

· Kamala’s bird=Sid’s voice

Simile—What’s with all those similes? “Like a potter’s wheel,” “like moisture entering the dying tree trunk,” “like a veil, like a thin mist,” “like a shipwrecked man on the shore.”  Do you get what Hesse is doing?
Dreams again=collective unconscious=Jung
By the River

Section title—Finally, he listens to the river, which has been there all along.  What does this most powerful symbol represent?
Motifs—wow, check them out, all of them show up in this chapter: thirst, water, cycle, voice, smile etc.
“dark night of the soul”=hitting bottom=despair

“on the way”=we are all just “on the way”=flowing like the river=transitory
Freud: id, ego, superego/Death of Sid’s ego, but not death of his true Self. Sid “dies” when he “sleeps.” A new Sid is born when he awakens, but it is not his final, true awakening.  He needs to suffer some more first, like the “ordinary” people he once held in contempt, learn unconditional love, and learn to let go.  He has to become “attached,” in order to really understand the Buddha’s doctrine of “nonattachment.”  Pardox?
Jung: sleep-collective unconscious/ Hinduism: sleep-Brahman
Key passages

· “Softly he said the word Om to himself, over which he had fallen asleep, and it seemed to him as if his whole sleep had been a long deep pronouncing of Om, thinking of Om, an immersion and penetration into Om, into the nameless, into the Divine” (90).

· “And it seemed to him that was why he was previously so ill-because he could love nothing and nobody” (94). 

· “At that moment, when the sound of Om reached Siddhartha’s ears, his slumbering soul suddenly awakened and he recognized the folly of his action” (89).

· “This path is stupid, it goes in spirals, perhaps in circles, but whichever way it goes, I will follow it” (97).

The Ferryman

Section title

· Vasudeva and Siddhartha—What is symbolic about a ferryman? Where have you seen a boatman before?

Motifs

· Voices

· Listening

· Words

· Cycle

· smile

Being vs. doing—“Be still and know that I am God”

Key symbol—the river—what is learned from listening to it? (pp.106-109). 

Archetypes
· Wise old man

· Snake

Key passages

· “They both listened silently to the water, which to them was  not just water, but the voice of life, the voice of Being, of perpetual Becoming” (108). 

· “In this  hour he felt more acutely the indestructibleness of every life, the eternity of every moment” (114)

The son

Section title-What goes around, comes around.
Four Noble Truths

Archetypes

· Father and son

Key passages

· They are all about love.  Find them.

Om

Section title

· Unity, one word, song, voice, river, universe, Siddhartha=his moment of enlightenment

· “stream of events,” “the music of life” (136)
Jung:  collective unconscious

Climax=his enlightenment=”His wound was healing, his pain was dispersing; his Self had merged into unity” (136).
Motifs=all of the previous plus laughter

Archetypes

· Wise old man imparts knowledge, then disappears 

Key passages

· “Wisdom was nothing but a preparation of the soul, a capacity, a secret art of thinking, feeling and breathing thoughts of unity at every moment of life” (131).

· “And all the voices…consisted of one word: Om—perfection”(136).

Govinda
Section title

· Another name for Krishna

· Full circle

Paradoxes Rule!
· Seeking and finding (140)

· Teachers are both enemies and allies (141-142)

Motif

· Sid’s smile!

Sid’s Lessons of life:

· Knowledge can be communicated, but not wisdom.

· In every truth the opposite is true.

· Time is not real.

· The potential Buddha already exists in the sinner.

· The world is perfect at every moment.

· Everything that exists is good.  Hey, say it!  “IT’S ALL GOOD.”

· Everything is everything.  Everything is equally divine.

· If everything is illusion, so what? That means I am illusion too, so I am still a part of it.

· Words don’t work.

· Love is the most important thing in the world.

· Contradiction is an illusion.  Nirvana and Samsara are one.
Bhagavad-gita:  Krishna shows Arjuna his true self—the whole divine world!  Sid shows Govinda his true self—kiss me on the forehead (third eye)—the whole divine world!

Govinda bows—he is overwhelmed by love, by the holiness of his friend.  They have traveled so far—together and apart—seekers looking for the same thing.  FULL CIRCLE.
So “Hakuna Matata,” Baby!

