Religion 9  

Understanding Catholic Christianity

Fall 2006

Instructor:
            Ms. Danielle Rakowski



Email:

drakowski@stmonicahs.net

Office:

Asst. Deans Office (East Wing)

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday 7:15-7:45 and by appointment.

Texts

· Understanding Catholic Christianity, Thomas Zanzig

· Bible (New American Version or Catholic Youth Study Bible)

Required Materials:
· Notebook Folder (dividers are encouraged)….specifically for Religion.
· Subject notebook
· loose-leaf paper (college ruled),
· pens (blue or black ink…ONLY).
· No.2 Pencils

***Bring these every day…No excuses***
Goals
· To provide students with the knowledge of understanding the basics of the Catholic faith, with a common vocabulary and unified vision of the whole Catholic heritage  (Zanzig & Allaire, Understanding Catholic Christianity).
· To enable students to explore and appreciate the meaning of Catholic faith at a personal and affective level  (Zanzig & Allaire, Understanding Catholic Christianity).
· Students will learn the importance of Christian prayer, the Profession of Faith, and the Celebration of the Christian faith.

· Students will read and understand the teachings of the Catholic Church as they are given in the Bible.

Objectives

· Students work independently and collaboratively to analyze the writings of the text book and the Bible. 

· Students will use lectures, readings/questions, and activities to gain an understanding of the content in each chapter.
· Classroom Rules, Policies and Procedures:
· Students must be courteous and respectful to both the instructor and their peers at all times…Talking without permission is unacceptable.

· Students must be prepared for class daily and ready to participate.
· Students who are not sitting in their assigned seat will be marked absent.

· Students must be in assigned seats by the second bell or they will be marked TARDY.

· All instructions are to be followed without hesitation or disruption.

· No food, gum or candy is allowed in the classroom at anytime.

· Students may bring bottled water. Lid must be closed tightly when not in use.

· Work for other classes/subjects may not be done during religion class. 

· Student’s desks are to be kept clean.

· Trash needs to be discarded in the trash containers in or outside of the classroom.

· Assignments will be collected at the beginning of class.

· All regulations found in the St. Monica’s Parent-Student Handbook are to be adhered to at all times.
·  LATE ASSIGNMENTS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.
FOR EXCUSED ABSENCES ONLY: 

Assignments:
Students must see instructor upon his/her return to class. 

Tests/Quizzes:
Students who missed an exam or quiz need to make arrangements for an after school or before school make-up exam or quiz. The make-up exam or quiz must be completed within 3 days of his/her return. Those students who fail to do this will have a score of zero for the examination.

Grading
· 20% Homework

· 20% Class assignments and class participation

· 15% Final Exam

· 40% Tests and Quizzes

· 5% Prayer days…each student will lead class in daily prayer

· Grades may be rounded to the next letter grade when it is .5 and above.
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Christian Service Hours
To encourage responsible participation in the world community and to form loving disciples who will transform the world, St Monica High School has a graduation requirement of 100 hours of approved Christian Service.  The program is progressive both in the number of hours and level of community participation.  It is expected that in this learning process, students will be exposed to different communities of need and hopefully serve others outside their existing comfort zone.  Students must receive written approval from their current grade-level religion teacher prior to beginning any project.  The campus minister and religion teacher may reserve the right to disapprove any project.  No financial compensation may be received for any service provided.  These hours must be completed annually during non-school hours within the specified areas.  All ninth graders are required to complete 20 hours of Christian service during the school year. 
· Students must receive written approval from me prior to beginning any project.
· Please review your parent-student handbook for acceptable and unacceptable projects.
Due Dates:

Complete service hour forms with supervisor signatures must be approved by_________. 

Complete service hour sheets and a reflection paper is_________.
** Parameters will be given for the reflection paper
I have read the Religion Fall 2006 syllabus and Christian Service Hour Policy and understand the requirements and expectations of this course.
Print Student’s Name


Student Signature


Date

Print Parent/Guardian’s Name
Parent/Guardian’s Signature

Date







